The Outsider Chronicles

By Sondra Solowvay

Fierce, captivating, noved, laugh-
oul-loud furmy, and overwhelm
ingly intimate, The Ouisider
Chrorzicles establishes rhnn:‘-clﬁ]'n'l-
pher and central dancer Sean
Doarsey as one of San Francisco's
mast  ifmportant  performance
wisionaries. Playing to a sold-out
theater, Dorsey's compelling blend
of dance and storytelling alernate-
ly clicts applause, giggles and
tears. Part of the magic of Dorsey's
work is his ability to nonchalantly
mitrduce the dance commaundty o
transgender realities and the trans-

mder comiramity o the worlkd of

ance; while this balancing act
wiold lead: others 1o ereade bitter
diatril=s about “mof fitting in”
Dorsey narvigates this terealn with a
grace and dignity far bevond his 33
pears. Few other natonally recog-
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nized dancers must put up with
mainstream reviews that, while
complemsentary, discuss the slze of
ther dancer’s Breasts. Similurly, few
dencers have the hurdle of attract-
ing audiences that are alienated by
the miedium itsedf. The consummae
outsider himself, somehow Dorsey
makes it all seem very natural

Unlike much of modem |Jd_|-.;|.- his
work 18 acoessible, s.uE:-CIushmh:d

and personal At heart he i & shony-

tellier whao -:hp-erllv tises the toals of
movement, poetry, and music to
OOMIUriCa e,

Composed of five distinet bt
related  dances created befween
23 and HMIE, The Oulsider
Cheomeieles s a pa.l‘l.rcul.urh interes!-
ing performance because if denion
strates’ Dorsey’s progression as a
clwrergrapher. His earliest shose-
cased creation, “"Red Tie, Ked
Lipstick" {1003} iz sochnically ravwer

Sean Dorsay

than his later work. Set to a P
by transgender hip hop post
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Marcus Van, the pas de dewx fea-
turing fellow dancer MairCulbreth,
is a powerful tale of polics bratality
against transgencer and queer peo
ple explored with breathtakirg clar-
ity. Culbmeth poins Dorsey in five of
thi= s i’.‘il."l.‘l""- andd is a o o watch.
0¥ the bwo, heer roles ane more wide-
manging and this strong, talented
dancer 5 dearly up bo the chal-
lemge. In “Secand Kiss™ Culbreth
transforms inlo a feiste foarth
grader as the bwo explorefinst loves
and “passing.” In the nesver plece
"6 Hours”, Dowsey tackles panental
relationehips and the bl‘"h.']{'r CTHTh-
g out pridess during @ sic=hour
road trip with a lover. Here his e
of space and movemen s more
mp]'l::-:l:ir.:l:c'd tham in earser pir:u:ﬂ.
and the story mone subtlk:, though
detivered with the sweetiess char-
acteristic of his work, Hiswribing s

t:-:r.'l.'pl.'il:l:rul for its pu:ignan-l_'_l.': “I cam
resipect that you nessd all that armor

. bt 1 pust figured by now ['d
eamed a place nside of IL" The
evening ends with e premiere of
tha =olo F'i‘“' “Creative” which
takes on gerder cormection therapy
with hilarious and touching resulis
I mmp..'urimn i Bw rest of the
show, heme Dorsey addresses the
audience directly, momentarily
oblilerating any remakning divide
between performer amd  andience.
The Chatsicker Chromact=s is 1'xr{'pri|:m-
alby inviting and totally charming,
Wakch for excerpts n the Wormen
on the Way Festiwal at Dance
Mlissiion in Jarmsary, 3006, Check out
ﬁ'vlﬂhrﬂ.urprndud'im_u.nrg' For miome
inbo.w



