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Dear ones,

Welcome! We are SO glad you’re here tonight. May our gathering tonight provide 
us all with some of the love, fuel, healing and medicine we need right now.

We’re still here. In the face of burnout, surveillance, censorship, defunding, and 
disinformation — we’re still showing up, still making work, still creating space for 
artists and truth-telling.

Fresh Meat Productions believes that artists are the stewards of our collective 
future. We create the worlds we want to live in — bold, brilliant, accessible, and 
unapologetically trans and queer.

This festival is about more than performance: it’s about gathering. Building 
sanctuary. Reclaiming the body, the stage, and the future. Fresh Meat Productions 
reminds us that joy, rigor, care and resistance can coexist.

This brutal time is a powerful opportunity to join together in intersectional solidarity. 
And there’s no equity without access; we continue to prioritize Disabled and Deaf/
hoh artists and audiences because that’s where true transformation lives.

We’re endlessly proud that we pay artists fairly, center community, and offer every 
ticket on a $0+ sliding scale. But this administration is making it hard for us to 
continue our work:

If you have the means to support Fresh Meat Productions with a donation of ANY 
size, now’s the time. We’ve endured massive funding cuts this year, and are being 
censored and attacked. Visit www.FreshMeatProductions.org/donate, or visit our 
merch table to make a donation.

Dear ones, if you’re looking for hope—look around. It’s here. 

Deep thanks to the artists, staff, crew, and YOU/community who breathe life into 
this festival. You’re the reason we’re still going.

Blessings to ALL of us in our collective work and creativity toward liberation! And 
mark your calendars for next June’s 25th ANNIVERSARY Fresh Meat Festival (June 
18-20, 2026)! 

Love, 
Sean and Eric

A WORD FROM 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
SEAN DORSEY
and MANAGING 

DIRECTOR 
ERIC GARCIA



Angelica & Jahaira - 
In lak’ech Dance Academy: Far From The Shallow
Choreographed and Performed by: 
Angelica Medina and Jahaira Fajardo

Aísha Noir:  Emerald City
Written by: Randy Ford aka Aísha Noir
Featuring: CarLarans
Music Production: Dreamchild
Mix & Master: Carleidoscope Records
Creative Direction/Styling/Choreography: Randy Ford
Directed by: Bailey Williams
DP: Mia K Visuals
Editor: Mia K Visuals
Assistant: Treasure Tolliver
Set Assistant: Lauren Supnet
Photography: Bailey Williams, Lex Nikol, Mia K Visuals
MUA: Chi Noir
MUA Assistant: Elle Noir
Project Manager: Cheryl Delostrinos
SPECIAL APPEARANCES:
The Royal House of Noir: Chi Noir, Lü Noir, Daddy Noir,
  Elle Noir, Avery Noir
DANDY: David Rue and Randy Ford
Chef Tarik Abdullah from Feed The People

D’Lo:  Stand Up Comedy
Excerpts from “Melder” 
Written and performed by: D’Lo

*Sean Dorsey Dance: 
Written and choreographed by: Sean Dorsey
Performed by: Brandon Graham, Héctor Jaime, 
  David Le, Nol Simonse
Lighting Design: Clyde Sheets & GG torres
Sound recording, engineering, mixing: LD Dean
Costume Design: Tiffany Amundson 
  (additional 2024 design by Krystal Harfert)
Movement originally created and performed by: Sean Dorsey, 
  Brian Fisher, ArVejon Jones, Nol Simonse, Will Woodward

THE WORK TO BE DONE - THE MISSING GENERATION (2015)2
Music composed by: Jesse Olsen Bay

ELECTRICITY - THE SECRET HISTORY OF LOVE (2012)1 
Music composed by: StormMiguel Florez

*See full oral history interviewee credits after staff biographies



Special message from Churro Nomi 
with Deuce Lee and LOVER BOI

— INTERMISSION —

A Shawna Virago Primer
Lyrics/Songs by: Shawna Virago

Ishami Dance Company: Tehzeeb
Music: Akhil Joodeph, Rusha & Blizza 

Costume Designer: Ishika Seth
Performed by: Akhil Joondeph, Amit Patel, 

Divya Empranthiri, and Ishika Seth

JanpiStar: “Después”
Music & Choreographer: JanpiStar

Performed by: Alaja Badalich & Julie Hasushi
Courtesy of Axis Dance Company

Mudd the Two Spirit: Çu l î v 4 + ! |\|g (Cultivating)
Costume design: Omn & Mudd the Two Spirit

Choreographer: Mudd, Major Hammy & Sassi Fran
Artistic Director: Mudd the Two Spirit

Audio mixing: Mudd the Two Spirit
Music: Excerpt of “Drums of Death” by FKA Twigs, “Won’t Cry” 

by Amber Mark, & “Almost Human” by Monarchy
Visual graphic design: Mudd the Two Spirit
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P E R F O R M E R  B I O G R A P H I E S :

AÍSHA NOIR (she/her/Goddess) is the Emerald City Queen all the way from 
Seattle, WA. Her music is a blend of poetry, politics, BARZ, and pussy. You can 
follow her on IG and X @theaishanoir. Her two top hits EMERALD CITY feat 
CarLarans and ISSUES feat Meysha is available on Apple Music, Spotify, and 
YouTube. Her cashapp is $randybaby, venmo @Randy-Ford-3. Her website is 
therandyford.com.

ANGELICA MEDINA & JAHAIRA FAJARDO (she/hers) are two-time world 
champions and visionary leaders in the dance world. As co-founders of In Lak’ech 
Dance Academy, the first Queer Afro Latin Dance Academy in the United States, 
they have reshaped the landscape of dance, breaking barriers and creating 
space for LGBTQ+ dancers to thrive. They are also the founders of the Queer 
Afro Latin Dance Festival, the first Queer Latin dance festival in the country, now 
in its 7th year, a testament to their pioneering impact on the community. Now, 
with a home base in Oakland, Angelica and Jahaira are expanding their mission 
beyond Afro Latin dance. As proud owners of their own dance studio, they 
have created a haven for queer and trans people of all ages - a space to move, 
heal, and connect. More than just a dance school, the studio has become a hub 
for community, self-expression, and well-being, where dance is not only about 
technique but also about fostering joy, resilience, and liberation. Through their 
performances, teaching, and leadership, Angelica and Jahaira continue to build a 
world where dance belongs to everyone, proving that movement is more than just 
steps, but also a powerful tool for transformation. inlakechdance.com

D’LO (he/they) is an LA-based queer/trans actor, writer, and comic whose work 
spans stand-up, solo theater, film, and TV. His solo shows Ramble-Ations, D’FunQT, 
and To T, or Not To T have toured internationally, and his stand-up show D’FaQTo 
Life tours colleges nationwide. Featured in LA Times, The Guardian, and NPR’s 
CodeSwitch, his latest tv credits include QUANTUM LEAP, and Billy Eichner’s 
BROS. A USC Senior Civic Media Fellow, he’s also received writing award/
fellowships from Center Theater Group and Center for Cultural Power. He leads 
writing and comedy workshops nationally, including his “Coming Out, Coming 
Home” for South Asian and immigrant LGBTQ groups. dlocokid.com

ISHAMI DANCE COMPANY is an Award-winning South Asian Contemporary 
dance company, based in the San Francisco Bay Area. They combine elements of 
South Asian Classical and Folk dance forms with Western dance forms, treading 
the line between traditional and modern. Ishami was founded by Amit Patel & 
Ishika Seth to spark conversations through art. Their mission is to explore, unite 
and amplify the diverse voices, stories and histories of the South Asian diaspora 
and dismantle social and cultural constructs. They aspire to show the beauty, depth 
and immense range of South Asian Contemporary movement locally and across 
the globe. www.ishamidancecompany.com

JANPISTAR (they/them) was born and raised in Puerto Rico they move to 
Oakland California to joined AXIS Dance Company in 2018. Janpi has been 
commissioned in the Bay Area by different festivals & organizations like: Queering 

http://therandyford.com
https://inlakechdance.com
http://dlocokid.com
https://www.ishamidancecompany.com


Dance Festival on 2019, 2020 & 2022 and by The FreshMeat Production in 
2021 , 2022 & 2023. In the last two year JanpiStar has developed a new way to 
express themselves, doing Drag shows Janpi has performed at the MOMA SF, The 
Academy of Science and Oaklash 2023 & 2024. Social Media: @JanpiStar 

MUDD THE TWO SPIRIT (he/they/she) is a deaf/Hoh, neurodivergent, 
BiPoc multidisciplinary drag artist living in the Bay Area. Mudd focuses their 
performance style around their multiple marginalized identities and has a richness 
of depth and perspective that they have acquired through self-exploration within 
the support of their diverse communities. IG: @muddthetwospirit

SEAN DORSEY DANCE (SDD) has uplifted Trans and Queer bodies and lives 
for 20 seasons, and has toured to over 35 cities across the US and internationally. 
SDD dancers include: Sean Dorsey, Brandon Graham, Héctor Jaime, David Le 
and Nol Simonse. SDD’s Artistic Director Sean Dorsey is the founder and Artistic 
Director of Fresh Meat Productions – and an Emmy award-winning choreographer, 
dancer, writer, educator and activist. He has taught with his trans-supportive 
pedagogy in more than 40 cities. Dorsey is a Doris Duke Artist, a United States 
Artists Fellow, and a Dance/USA Artist Fellow. He has been awarded an 
Emmy Award, five Isadora Duncan Dance Awards, and the Goldie Award for 
Performance. Dorsey is the first US transgender artist to be presented by The 
Joyce Theater (NYC), American Dance Festival and many other major stages. 
As a transgender, white, disabled/Hard-of-hearing and queer longtime social 
practice artist, Dorsey creates his works over 2-3 years in deep relationship with/
in community. Dorsey gives love and thanks to his dancers and collaborators! 
seandorseydance.com

Singer-Songwriter SHAWNA VIRAGO (she/her) is one America’s first openly 
transgender women to perform and tour nationally, to critical acclaim. She has 
been performing as her true self since the early 1990’s. Her career, spanning 
decades, is a storied journey of breaking barriers, challenging norms, and 
creating a powerful blend of punk and country music that resonates deeply with 
listeners from all walks of life. Her work, a blend of lyrical brilliance and musical 
innovation, calls on listeners to engage deeply, to recognize the humanity in each 
other, and to appreciate the beauty of living authentically. Virago explores the 
complexities of identity, the passage of time, and the struggle for belonging. Her 
latest album ‘Blood In Her Dreams‘ was named in Billboard’s Top 20 Pride Albums. 
www.shawnavirago.com

S TA F F  B I O G R A P H I E S :

SEAN DORSEY (Artistic Director) (he/him) is the founder and Artistic Director 
of Fresh Meat Productions. He is an Emmy award-winning transgender/queer 
choreographer, dancer, writer, educator and activist. Dorsey has toured his work 
to more than 35 cities across the US and abroad – and taught with his explicitly 
trans-positive pedagogy in more than 40 cities. Dorsey is a Doris Duke Artist, a 
United States Artists Fellow, and a Dance/USA Artist Fellow. He has been
awarded an Emmy Award, five Isadora Duncan Dance Awards, and the Goldie 

https://seandorseydance.com/
http://www.shawnavirago.com


Award for Performance. In 2019, he became the first openly-transgender person 
on the cover of Dance Magazine. Dorsey is the first openly-transgender US artist 
to be presented by The Joyce Theater (NYC), American Dance Festival and many 
other major stages. Watch for Sean Dorsey Dance’s 22nd annual home season in 
Spring 2026! www.SeanDorseyDance.com 

SHAWNA VIRAGO (Director of Operations) (she/her) is a songwriter celebrated 
for her lyric-based songs. She is one of the nation’s first openly transgender women 
to perform and tour nationally, and has performed as an out transwoman since the 
early 1990’s. She has been profiled online, in print and on radio including Bitch, 
the Advocate, Huffington Post Louder ThanWar, No Depression, Paste magazine, 
on NPR and PBS. POP DOSE Magazine wrote “In these turbulent times, you may 
often wonder, ‘Where’s our Bob Dylan? Where’s the bard of the 2010s translating 
the dicey political and social climate into musical stanzas?’… Enter Shawna 
Virago.” Virago is also a published writer and her work appears in several 
anthologies. She is also the Artistic Director of the San Francisco Transgender Film 
Festival. www.ShawnaVirago.com

ERIC GARCIA (Managing Director) (he/him) is a San Francisco-based devised 
dance-theater artist, drag queen, community organizer, and the Co-Director of 
Detour. He creates immersive and site-responsive performances that straddle 
nostalgia, radical futurism, collaborative ensembles, and queer maximalism. Eric 
is rooted in the queer nightlife and drag performance scene as Churro Nomi, and 
produces/hosts Clutch The Pearls, a drag cabaret on the first Sunday of every 
month at Make-Out Room in the Mission District. Since 2010, Eric proudly serves 
as Managing Director for both Fresh Meat Productions and the SF Transgender 
Film Festival. 

MELISSA LEWIS WONG (Program Manager) (they/she/他) is a queer, non-
binary Chinese American performer, artist, producer and administrator. Their 
administrative work—supporting artists via resource-sharing and process-driven 
containers—is part of the slow change and relational care they wish for in the 
world, as pathways to disrupt systems of harm. They are a steering member of 
Asian Babe Gang, a Bay Area-based collective of queer Asian-American femmes/
non-binary artists, healers & educators organizing around identity-centered topics. 
Deuce Lee is their drag persona. They have been a settler working and performing 
in Yelamu (San Francisco) since 2010 with various Bay Area arts organizations 
and dance companies.

HEIDI ERICKSON (Administrative Coordinator) (she/he/they) is a performer, 
choreographer, and arts administrator. She graduated from the University of San 
Francisco with a B.A. in Performing Arts and Social Justice and a concentration 
in Dance. They have performed with companies like the Dance Generators, 
MovingGround, RammDance, and Steamroller. They also have had special event 
appearances as LOVER BOI, the drag king, as well as held multiple choreographic 
residencies as Safehouse Arts. Ever evolving as an artist and administrator, he is 
always striving to learn more about creating space for collaborative, equitable, 
and process driven work. Currently loving life as a young queer-io, learning from 
the best at Fresh Meat Productions and the magical San Francisco arts community. 

http://www.shawnavirago.com


SARAH TABORGA (Communications Director) (she/they)  is a queer Bolivian-
American dancer, filmmaker, and cultural strategist whose work lives at the 
intersection of art and justice. Sarah founded Dear Queer Dancer, an arts 
service organization uplifting LGBTQ+ dancers. With an MFA in Cinema 
and a background in policy, her filmmaking has supported campaigns led by 
organizations like Advancement Project and Just Cause, and her films have aired 
nationally on PBS and OWN. Sarah’s work reclaims performance as a space for 
power, purpose, and queer belonging.

ZACH KOPCIAK (Development Director) (he/she/they) is a theater artist, event 
producer, and arts administrator currently based in San Francisco, specializing 
in supporting historically underrepresented artists create in non-traditional 
performance contexts. In the past, Zach has worked with art and event companies 
across the US and UK, after receiving an MA from the Central School of Speech 
and Drama in London. Currently, Zach is also the Co-Managing Director of 3Girls 
Theatre, which develops and presents new work by women playwrights living in 
the greater San Francisco Bay Area.

den (Graphic Design) (just “den”) is an art director and designer who specializes 
in working with the arts and nonprofits. den has worked with Freshmeat and 
Sean Dorsey Dance since 2006. den has also worked with several organizations 
including artEquity, the Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center, The Brattle, Family 
Builders, Legal Aid at Work, NYU, openhouse, Queer Cultural Center, Queer 
Women of Color Media Arts Project, PBS, Playwrights Foundation, San Francisco 
Transgender Film Festival, as well as many individual artists, musicians, and 
performers. www.arcandtypedesign.com

SHUUMI LAND TAX
A portion of tonight’s ticket sales will be donated to
the Sogera Te’ Land Trust.

We are gathered here today on stolen land. 

Please join us in acknowledging and actualizing 
our mutual, incommensurate debt by supporting 
Indigenous people’s work of rematriation. 

You can pay your Shuumi Land Tax at Sogorea 
Te’ Land Trust: www.sogoreate-landtrust.org          

SCAN TO CODE
DONATE ONLINE

SEE SEAN DORSEY DANCE SECTION OF PROGRAM:
1) Oral history interviewees: Felicia Elizondo (1946-2021), Nicky Frausto, Laura Godtfredsen 
(1933-2017), Jamison Green, Frank Lapiana, Marilyn Monteiro, Pamela Quiton, Diego 
Sanchez

2) LGBTQI+ elder interviewees: David Ebony Barkley, Kate Bornstein, Barbara Carrellas, 
Dee Dee Chamblee, Cheryl Courtney-Evans (d. 2016), Peter DiMuro, Javon Egyptt, Jim 
Grimsley, Aldo Hernandez, Joe Izzo, ABilly S. Jones (1942-2024), Jeff Jones, Patricia Jones, 
Jimmy Mack, Gert McMullin, Joseth Minor, Sage Rivera, Tyra A. Ross, Sarah Schulman, Ron 
Swanda



November 13-15 In-Person at the Roxie Theater
November 16-23 (Online)
SUBMIT BY JUNE 25 (Late Deadline, $20)

2025

SFTFF.ORG

PLEASE DONATE!
HELP SUPPORT THE FUTURE OF 
TRANSGENDER & QUEER ART

TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION:

Donate via credit card, cash or check at:
WWW.FRESHMEATPRODUCTIONS.ORG/DONATE

Or VENMO: @FRESHMEATPRODUCTIONS_ARTS



FRESH MEAT PRODUCTIONS IS SUPPORTED BY

F U N D E R S : Fresh Meat Productions is supported by the California Arts 
Council, Doris Duke Foundation, Ford Foundation, Grants for the Arts, 

Mellon Foundation, National Performance Network, NEO Philanthropy, 
New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project - with 

lead funding from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and The Mellon 
Foundation, Phyllis C. Wattis Foundation, San Francisco Arts Commission, 
Walter and Elise Haas Fund, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation and 

Zellerbach Family Foundation.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS: AXIS Dance Company, Community United Against 
Violence, Diamond Wave, El/La Para TransLatinas, Larkin Street Youth Services, Lyon-
Martin Community Health Center, LYRIC Center for LGBTQQ+ Youth, Openhouse, 
San Francisco LGBT Center, San Francisco Trans Film Festival, San Francisco Women 
Against Rape, Shanti Project, Sins Invalid, TAJAs Coalition, The Transgender 
District, Trans:Thrive, TGI Justice Project, Queering Dance Festival, 3GirlsTheater

I N D I V I D U A L  D O N O R S :
LEAD DONORS ($15000-$4999): Ardel Thomas, Brian Fisher-Paulson,

Cian Bernie Ahem Dawson, Ken Prag, Tamar Hurwitz

SUSTAINER ($500-$999): - Alex Korsunskaya, Bibiane Tiphane, Krissy Keefer,
Rebecca Craig, Susi Alexander, Tracy Dorrance

ALLY ($250-$499): Barry Lynch, Cathleen Erickson, Christopher DeJong, 
Gina Gemello & Den Legaspi, Erin Singer, John DeRoy, 
Marc & Megara Vogl, Pamela Peniston, Robin Anderson

FRIEND ($100-$249): Alex U. Inn, Alvin Nguyen, Barbara Carrellas, Beth Hutchins, Carolyn 
Broshar, David Mahon, Evan Weaver, Francis Phillips, Gae Shulman, Grace Paglen, 

Hannah Westbrook, Helen Bronston, Jackie Hausman, Jamez Terry, Jay Egger, Jeff J Jones, 
J Raines, Judith Blair, Jules Indelicato, Karen Schiller, Kate Ramsey, Kendall Alway, 

Ken Jew, Kim Hraca, Kit Rebalsky, Michele Shromberg, Molly Rogers, Nancy Loewen, 
Roxanne Hanson, Sally H Wright, Scott J Hunt, Shaunna Kelly, Tess Eisenberger, 

Tina Aguirre, Todd McQuade, Wendi Deetz, Wendy Heumann 

FAN ($50-$99): A Cole Benson, Allen Klein, Bowie Winnike, Carolina Gil, Grace Hamann, 
Cynthia Newcomber, Danielle McKenney,Dash Holland, David Meders, Emil Evans, Fran Kersch, 
Joel Federman, Julianna Diggs, Julia Zolinsky, Krista Bradley, Lawrence Tome, Lindsay Gauthier, 

Manjula Varghese, Maureen Alano, Melissa Perez, Nadya Voynovskaya, Nancy Creighton, 
Nastia Voynovskaya, Samuell MacLaughlin, Sarah Gatschene, Shelby Perkins, Van D Vereen

CHEERLEADER ($5-$49): Adele Jackson-Gibson, Aiano Nakagawa, Aileen Santos, Amanda Fanniff, 
Annalise Ritter, Ari Lathuras, Bex Freund, Brian Berlinski, Brian Teng, Bruce Douglis, Chloe Findlay-
Harder, Christine Rizkala, Claudia Rosa, Daniel B. Agustin III, ermaj Rrapah, Eva Becker, Evelyn 

Martinez, EV, Fresh! White, Gemma Shusterman, Gizzel Yanez, Harry Breaux, Jennifer Norris, Jes 
Denillo, Jes Deville, John Lewis, Josiah Devin, Julie Ramos, Kamille Simon, Karen Elliot, Kathleen 

Moore, Kris Fellow, Kyoko Yoshida, Lindsay Kincaid, Logan Davis, Marisa Lauren, Mary Guzman, 
Max Pisciotta, Miwa Kaneko, Nhawndie Smith, Nick McMillan, Pramod, Shantharam, Rae Thomas, 
Robert Knudsen, Rose Huey, Sal Mendolia,Sandy Owens, Sarah Keeney, Shawna Virago, Sharmilah 

Singh, Steph Miller, Susan Blankman, Tara Sripuvoraskul, Tiffany Quilaia, Todd Andrews



FRESH•MEAT PRODUCTIONS
Fresh Meat Productions invests in the creative expression, cultural 

leadership and intersectional liberation of transgender and gender-
nonconforming communities. We create and commission new 

work, present performing arts programs, conduct education and 
engagement, and work for intersectional justice in the Arts. 

Our programs include: the annual FRESH MEAT FESTIVAL of trans 
and queer performance; resident dance company SEAN DORSEY 
DANCE; FRESH WORKS! Artist Commissions for BIPOC TGNCI 
artists; TRANSfutures Artist Commissions for BIPOC LGBTQ2SI+ 

artists; TRANSform Dance (national trans-supportive 
dance education and dance programs); and advocacy 

for intersectional justice in the performing arts.

We believe that the arts are a powerful tool for justice and cultural 
transformation, and that artists are the stewards of our collective 
future. Our guiding principles are access, care, joy, excellence 
and solidarity. Operating in a world that harms and excludes 

trans and gender-expansive bodies, creative expression 
and cultural power, Fresh Meat Productions lifts up trans 
and gender-nonconforming artists as agents of change. 

Fresh Meat Productions is invested in the liberation of all 
communities — we stand for trans/gender justice, racial justice, 
disability justice, immigrant justice, economic and social justice, 
and understand these as intersectional movements. Founded in 

2002, this is FreshMeat Productions’ 24th season. NEXT YEAR IS 
FRESH MEAT PRODUCTIONS’ 25th ANNIVERSARY SEASON!

WWW.FRESHMEATPRODUCTIONS.ORG
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