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(clockise from upper left) Filipinx, JanpiStar, B. DeVeaux, and ZuZu Beloved are among the performers in this year’s Fresh
Meat Festival



For three days beginning June 19, the Fresh Meat Festival takes to the stage at Z Space to bring audiences
a night of dance, music, drag, theater, and interdisciplinary performance. It’s a return engagement for
Fresh Meat, which is celebrating 25 years of shining a spotlight on queer and trans performers. The
festival began in 2002 when creator and co-curator Sean Dorsey, who is a queer transgender man, put
together what he thought would be a one-time festival.

“The community response was overwhelming, though,” Dorsey said
in an interview with the Bay Area Reporter. “And so, we expanded
our mission and work. Today we offer year-round events and

programs on top of the festival.”

Dorsey added that he never thought the festival would reach the 25-

year milestone.

“It feels extraordinary,” he said. “Celebrating 25 years as a

Artistic Director Sean Dorsey

transgender and queer organization is incredibly powerful,
especially in this climate. Wow, when | founded this project, | certainly never thought that one day we'd
turn 25’

The primary goal of the Fresh Meat Festival, Dorsey pointed out, was to bring joy to his audiences and to

his performers, which is particularly important given the attacks the trans and queer communities are
being subjected to from the GOP.

Liberated future

“There is so, so much joy and love in that room,” said Dorsey. “It's really medicine for our audiences and our
artists. At this time of such violent attacks on trans and queer communities, this festival is not just about
resisting erasure and harm, it’s really about celebrating each other unapologetically. It's powerful and
healing to get to see ourselves reflected on stage. It's powerful and healing to be part of a massive
audience reveling in their queerness and trans-ness. Artists light the way for us out of brutal times like

these. The artist’s imagination is revolutionary. We cannot build a liberated future until we've imagined it
first.”
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Eric Garcia, who is queer and gender-expansive,
co-curates the festival with Dorsey, and refers to
Fresh Meat as “a true cornerstone in the Bay Area

arts scene.”

“What makes it unique is that we're presenting
wildly different artists at different points in their
careers on the same stage,” Garcia said in an
interview with the B.A.R. “Some artists have been
shaping queer culture for decades. Others are
newer voices whose work is just starting to reach
larger audiences. The festival creates a
celebratory space where all of that exists

together.”’

: Garciais also the company’s Managing Director.
Managing Director Eric Garcia as MC Churro Nomi They work on everything from artist
communication and contracts to production schedules, accessibility planning, budgeting, staffing, and
making sure hundreds of moving pieces are communicating with each other. If an artist needs information,
if a designer needs a schedule, if a crew member needs a document, there's a decent chance it eventually

lands in Garcia's inbox.



“I'm also an artist myself, so | spend a lot of time thinking about what artists actually need in order to do

their best work,” said Garcia. “Oh, and | emcee the festival as my drag persona Churro Nomi.”

B | nulsing techreo music |

Among the performers are a 35-voice trans, intersex, and genderqueer chorus. There will be Filipinx-
American drag artists performing together as a supergroup. Also expect to see contemporary dance, live
music, experimental theater, diasporic dance, disability led performance, and artists whose work sits

somewhere between all those categories.

“Several artists are performing the world premieres of brand new works we commissioned through our
Fresh Works! Program, including Pangaea, JanpiStar, B. DeVeaux, and Shawn Lee with Bay Area
Independent Chinese Dancers,’ said Garcia. “You’ll also see incredible performances by Sean Dorsey

Dance, Shawna Virago, ZuZu Beloved, and New Voices Bay Area TIGQ Chorus.”

Dorsey wants the public to know that this isn’t just a show for queer and trans people. Anyone, including

allies, are welcome to enjoy it.

“If you're a fan of exquisite art, innovative performance, being part of community celebrating each other
and trans and queer artistry, you are going to love the Fresh Meat Festival, period,’ Dorsey said. “There is

literally nothing else like this in the nation. People travel from across the country to attend the festival.’

Fresh Meat Festival, June 19 and 20, 8pm; June 21, 3pm, Z Space, 450 Florida St. $20-$50. All
performances ASL-interpreted; KN95 masks required and provided.
https://www.zspace.org/

https://freshmeatproductions.org/



